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Laura DeSwart, SCSM, SCLS, serves as Vice President of Leasing
and Operations and Board Member of Ivanhoe Cambridge China (ICC)
since March 2010. A Chinese-American, Ms. DeSwart has a unique
background and experience in the shopping center industry. For the
past twenty years, she developed, leased and managed significant
assets in both China and the United States of America. Prior to joining
ICC, she served as Vice President of International Development Group
of Simon Property Group from 2006 to 2010. Prior to joining Simon,
Ms. DeSwart was Senior Vice President of Shanghai Kinghill Limited
and General Manager of Super Brand Mall, a 240,000 square-meter
shopping, dining and entertainment complex in Pudong Shanghai. Before her relocation to Shanghai in
2005, she worked in South Florida, where she held various shopping center positions with The Rouse
Company and Steiner + Associates from 1999 to 2005. Prior to that she lived in Beijing, China where
she was responsible for leasing and managing several shopping centers from 1992 to 1999. Ms.
DeSwart holds a BA degree from University of International Relations in Beijing, China, an MBA degree
from Florida International University, and Executive Development Program certificates from The
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania in the United States of America. Ms. DeSwart is a
faculty member of ICSC’s John T. Riordan School for Professional Development and sits on ICSC’s
prestigious Global CSM Admissions and Governing Committee. Ms. DeSwart spearheaded the effort of
translating the ICSC’s Dictionary of Shopping Center Terms and the 9 booklets of Shopping Center
Management into Chinese in 2007, and authored the book - Retailing in China - published by ICSC in
2009.
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